lquit Would
.=3a$ Ballots
With Bullets

'w;el for Five Ousted
~ Assemblymen Says Time
May Come When Masses
will ‘Do a Little Shooting’

) Condemns Supreme Court

lﬁ]lg Conviction of Deba
Unjust, but Hesitates to
Approve His Utterances

From e Staff Correspondent

ALBANY, Feb. 19.—Morris Hillquit,
ader of the Socialist party, under
.;,uﬂxnminntion to-day before the
Assembly Judiciary Committee, de-
elared that in the event the Soclalists
chtained a majority in this country
ihey might be forced to “supplement
their political nction by a little shoot~
'n{'.his statement was made In explana-
ticn of a speech made by Victor Ber-
wr, the Socialist Congressman from
Milwsukee, who is out on bail pending
sppeal from conviction of violation of
the espionage act. In this speech, made
st the Socialist National Convention of
1308, Berger said:

“] have keard it pleaded many a time
right in our own meetings, by speakers
that come to our meedings, that the
only salvation for the proletariat of
America is direct action, that the bal-

ot box is simply & humbug. Now, Idon't :r
tnow how this question is going to be |

wlved. 1| have no doubt that in the |
last snelysis we must shoot, and when
it comes to shooting Wisconsin will be
there, We always make good.

Direct Action—Some Day

"We are to have a political party.|
J,nd'w;e went to keep out of the part
sershody who ig not in harmony wit
ogr main principles and who is op-
posed to the fundamental idea of the

v, which means the ballot box. In
srder to be able to ahoot, even, asome
day, we must have the powers of the
nelitical government in our hands, at
feast to 8 great extent. I want that
ypderstootl. So evervbody who is talk-
irg to you shout direct action and so
sn and about political action being a
jumbug, is ¥our enemy to-day, because
e keeps vou from ge*.tta.yg the powers

litica! rovernment.
lPflllzbanrtin Conboy, of counsel to the
prosecution, after veading this speech
of Berger, received a lengthy interpre-
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:&):'w during the French Revolu-

“That cannot ba done by the ballbt
or by only the ballot. %

“The ballot may not count for much
in & pinch. And in order to be pre-
pared for all emergencies Socidllats
and workingmen should make it thelr
duty to have rifies and the necessary
rounds of ammunition at their homes
and be E“ ared to back up their bal-
lots with their bullets if necessary,”

In like manner Hillquit interpreted
this Berger document, and when under
the fire of Assemblyman Charles M,
Harrington, of Clinton, Hillquit con-
ceded it was “rather somewhat unfor-
tunately worded” and “that somae of the
u::muluns are altogether too atron
fok the meaning which they carry :ms
intended to carry.”

Defends Debs

This defenze of Berger was later
followed by a defense of Eugena V.
Debs, who {s now rounding out the
firat year of a twenty-year term for
violation of the espionage act.

Hillquit said he believed Debs nad
not done anything to warrant hia con-
viction, and said if he had his way
Debs would be the Socialist candidate
for President this fnll.

hur E. Sutherland, who wasl
cross-examining Hillquit, after bring-
ing out that the United States Su-
preme Court had reaflirmed Dehs's
conviction, asked:

“Now, Mr. Hillquit, let me under-
stand you right. Do you mean to BaY
that you doubt that Mr. Dchba said
things and did things for the aaying
and doing of which he wns convicted;
is that it?”

“He was convicted only for saying
things, not for doing things,” rsplied[
Hillguit, “I don't for a moment doubt
he said the things he is charged with |
having said. I do not for a moment
believe that he said anything with the
intent to obstruct recruiting or enlist-
ment, or with any criminal intent of
any kind*

“Now, do you uphold ang approve as
a leader of the Socinlist party the
words that Mr., Debs ronounced, and
for which he was convicted 7"

“T haven't %ot his complete speech
before me; I have not got every word
before me. I do not want to commit

the party in this general way to every
statement. I will say, as a whole, 1
read his speech at the time and my im-
ression was that it was a per
ectly innocent, honest expression of
opposition to war for very good and
patriotic motives; that it was not in-
tended in any way to obstruct recruit-
ing or enlisting or obstruct the actual
military operations of this country.”

“Have you sny respect at all for the
decision of the tribunel to the cone
trary 1"

“I have the respect to this effect:
That I know that it is final and binding
and in practice will go. I do not have
respect in the sense of believing that
it 1s just, impartial and well reasoned
out.' I think, on the contrary, the de-
cision of the United States Suprema
Court in the Debs case is one of which
neither the court nor the country will
be proud in the future.”

Hillquit Hesltates

“Mr. Hillquist, do you wish to be un-
derstood as saying now yvourself that
you sapprove of the words spoken by
Mr. Deba, for which he was convicted 7'

“Are you trying to get me a hittle
convietion also, judge?”

“No, sir, I have no such intentions,™
protested Sutherland. "I ask you
whather you approve of the language
and the sentiment expressed by I\fr.
Debs, for which he was prosecuied and
convicted 777

At this moment Seymour Stedman, of |

counsel to the defenase, jumped excit-
edly to his feet. Hillquit saw him, and
swinging round in his chair ex-
claimed;

“Seymour, don’t try to save me!”

“Oh, Mr. Hillquit is well able to take
care of himsel{,” gsaid Chairman Louis
M. Martin. Stedmsan sat down.

Then Hillquit made this reply:

“I have gtated very definitely, judge,
I am not in a position to indorse every
word, or every nhrase contained in that
apeech just because I do not have it
before me now. If you draw my atten-
tion to any particular part, 1T will tell
you very definitely. As a rule I fully
indorsed his statements and sentiments
on the subject of the war, as expressed,
I suppose, in that specch ond other
zpeeches,"

Hillquit, after being on the rtand for
three days, was excused a little before
6 o'clock.

Then the defense put on its second
witness, Otto BEranstetter, of Chicag.,
nationsl secretary of the Socialiat
party of America. He testified he had

| been a Socialist for sixteen years: that

he way Ameri
ers an hoth 5
four generaticns

n-norn, nnd his aneesi-
were bory here . for

|Upholds Ouster

Union League

Of Socialists

Despite Hughes’s Memorial,
Club Approves Assembly
Action in Depriving Five
Members of Their Seats

Guthrie Report Adopted

Defenders of the Accused
Legislators Condemned;
Favor ‘Red’ Deportations

|

., The Union League Club expressed
its upproval at a meeting last night of
the deportation of alien radicals and
of the proceedings ngainst the Social-
iat Assemblymen, alt] ough Charles E,

ughes and other members had ex- |
pressed opposite vigws in printed mem-
orials. Both in the report of the Com-
mittea on Palitical Reform and in a
speech made by William D. Guthrie at
the meeting, credit for the deporta-
tions wae claimed for the Union League
Club. The following resolution was
adopted:

“That the report of the Committes
on Political Reform, dated Fehruary
12, relating to the recent deportation
by the national government of danger-
ous aliens and to the suspenson by the
New York State Assembly of the five
Socalsts elected ns members pending
iruhuiry a8 to their qualifications, bs
and is hereby, approved by this club
and that copies of the said report and
this resolution, as well ag the remarks
at this meeting of the chairman of that
committee (Mr. Guthrie) be sent to
the Attorney General of the United
States, the Secretary of Labor and to
the members of the New York Assem-
bly and otherwise distributed as the
officers of the club or committee may
direct.”

Declares Party on Trlal
The committee on political reform de-
clared boldly in its report that the So-
cialist party was on trial in the persaons
of flve Agsemblymen and this point waa

tutiqn disregarded for' fosr of what?
It implies a threat of force. We must
auffer and tolerats and conciliate and
Appeaso theso Socinlists. We must per-
mit them to write tha laws which we
are to obey. We muat allow them to
undermine our institutiona unchecked,
unscourged, uninterrupted, because,
forsooth, we may jrritate. them and
thereby precipitate the destruction and
violence and bloodshed for which they
have been and are now preparing and
plotting.”

befends ‘Dry’ Law
In U. S. Fight on
Rhode Island Suit

Every State Called Party to
Agreement to Uphold Con-
stitutional Amendments,
Whether ‘Slight or Grave’

WASHINGTON, Feb. 18.—Validity of
the Federal prohibition constitutional

amendment was defended in & brief
filed in the Supreme Court to-day by
Solicitor General King in support of
motions' made by the government for
the dismissal of original proceedings
instituted by Rhode Island to test the
amendment and enjoin its enforcament,
Arguments on the motion are expected
to be heard next month,

“The contrel er the prohibition of
the liguor trafic," the brief said, “is
now conceded to be a legitimate gov-
ernmentnl function. ILjfennnot now he
maintained, as a legal prohibition, that
such governmental regulation or pro-
hibition unconstitutionally infringes
the rights of the individual. The right
to prohibit such truffic was a part of
the governmental powers which the
states had when thev franmied the Con-
stitution of the United States. It is part
of the powers which the states at that
time reserved to themselves,
no more sacred than any power then
reserved.

“The
amendments cannol  depend  upon
whether the proposed change is slight
or grave. Every state in the Union

is s party to the agreement that what- |

|
right of Conpress teo submit

Martens Tells
Of Changes in
Soviet Laws

Informs Senate Committee
Priests and Clergymen
Can Now Vote and Press
Censorship Is Abolished

Upholds Right to Force

Proletariat of Am erica
Would Be Justified in Tak-
ing Over Capital, He Says

WASHINGTON, Feb, 18.—Many
changes have been mads in the original
methoda and laws of the Russian Soviet
government, Ludwig C, A. K. Martens,
its agent in the United States, testified
to-day before the Senate committes in-
vestigating Bolshevik propaganda {n
the United States,

Among other things he said, priests

and clerji'ymen can now vote and press
censorship hes been abolished, Groups
which criticize the soviet are tolerated
and allowed to maintain newspapers, he
added,

Wade Ellis, counsel for the commit-
tee, questioned Martens on the bagis of
many documents and printed articles
of soviet leaders. Martens sald ob-

|Jections aguinst religion expressed by

Boviet writers were

tha only ohject of the Soviet govern-

ment waB “to make religion free.”
The witness admitted thdt after the

ersonal and that

that | Soviet government had offered to stop
but it is | revolutionary propaganda in the United

‘lto R

States and other countries, Lenine had
written open letters urging revolt of
the “proletariat,” and that the third
International at Moscow had urged
destructlon of all goyernments recog-
nizing capital.

Upholds Right to Use Force
“We have played for an internationzl

revolution,” Lenine said in ® recent
speech on Russian foreign policies,
which Mr, Ellis read.

Martens said this was merely in
reference to ‘“existing social condi-
tiona.”

“The working class in England and
Italy,” the witness said, “was won to
opposition to plans for sending armies
ussia.” |

Mr. Ellis read a manifeato from the|
president of the Petrograd soviet, nd-}
dressed to “the imperial nations of the
world,” which said:

“"With you, Messrs. Imperinlists, we
shall carry on conversations as we
have done, behind every word, force;
behind every condition, fqree; behind
every demand, force.”

Il was printed in the newspaper
“Trud,” and Martens indorsed the sen-
timent qualifiedly.

hen & majority is suppressed by
8 minority it has the right tu use
force,” he said. |

“You mean that if the proletariat in |
this country desiped to take over indus- |
tries, investments and asboligh private
pr‘o‘%}crt;’r they would be justified?”

es.

In attending meetinga of the Com. |
munist party in the United States |
Martens said he was “gaining sym- |
pathy for Russla,” not encouraging |
revolution. {

“We have como here to tell Comrade
Martens that we have organized to take |
over this country just ag the workera]
have taken over Russia,” Mr. Ellis read
from an address by Gregory Weinstein,
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Debs on Michigan Ballot
LANSING, Mich., Feb. 19.—Sufficient

Asks $1,000,000 Insurance
CHICAGO, Feb. 19—Captain Map-

now sn employee in the Soviet agency, | Petitions to place the name of Eugene | shall Field III, heir to the $120,000,000

al one of the gatherings. Martens said

h®might have disavowed the statement primary ballot as a Socialist candidate
for the Presidentia]l nomination have

if he had noticed it.

“I'm not responsible for what other |:
people say at these meetings,” Martens 'S

said,

V. Debs on the Presidential preference

een received at the

be

| agents.

| Field estate, applied for a million dol-
| lar life insurance policy to-day. He
made the application through two for-
Secretary of | mer “buddies,” with whom he served
tate’s office here. The primary will | in France, and who are now insurance

held April 5.

ever change in the Constitution i pro- |

posed by Congress as preseribed and
18 adopted by the legislatures of three- |
fourths of their numbers ghall be thus |

{Eummons
{ before it is too late,

emphasized by Mr. Guthrie in his re-
marka.

“We are sdmonished by the defenders
of these Socialists,” he said, “that laat
year in this city the Socialists cast for
their candidate for President of the
Board of Aldermen as many as 126,265
votes, or 18% per cent of the total vote
cagt, And it 13 intimated that it is a
very serious, if not dangerous, thing to | n Vi : I
digfranchise such a large b?d);,e‘:if 1'ot&_£a| ﬂil]lie‘;idjno;lltmﬁ r\:\itfthmrmriH-itm“
by refusing to seat ita elec Tepre- | Va 8lhe ¥ withou rrit. .
sgntati\res_g Let us pause and reﬁmt | respecttully submitted that the motion
e R s R L
and where it wil llead us, | G ; houses i 2

“Does it not mean, if it means nn}'-iug'l’ of distilled spirits as adjuncts to
thing, that the constitutions of both | enforcing prohi_hit.ilnn would be author-
state and nation should be disregarded | ized under & bill introduced to-day by

adjudged to be a proper and needed
amendment,

the
simpiy

be uszed to
government.

change

It

form of the
transfers o

governinent,

revolutionary voters and seat their!ing. The internal revenue bureay
representatives because these voters|would be empowered to acquire such
are numerous? Toes it not emphasize | Warchouses. .
the truth of the contention of the re-| Under the nill the proh!‘blhbﬂ eoim-
i sponsible leaders of the Assembly at|missioner could compel the
| Albany that what was negligible in the I of enirits from bonded warehouses and
past is no longer so? %‘wenty vears | also ¢
age, in 1901, the Socialist vote for|quest of distillers.
Mayor of the City of New York was| =~ — e
16,047, or about 3 per cent of the total, | 3
In 1817, during the war, when Hillquit |
ran_for Mayer on a thinly disguised
anti-war and disloyal platform, the
Socialists cast 144,135 votes, or 28 per
cent of the whole, |
“It seems to me that it must ne |
obvious to all unprejudiced ohservers
that the great increase in the Socia]-|
iet vote iz not only a warning, but a |

Your hair begins to
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spine
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to defend our institutions
| It seems to me I8
| that the American temperament has | B
| becomea woefully deeraded if the mero
| mugnitude of the menace o our insti-
| tutions should make us quail before
the danger snd compromise with revo-
lution for the sake of presenut peace.
Wouald Not Conciliate

“Again it is said by the champions
of the tive Socialiste in the printed
argument filed with the Judiciary
Committes of the Assembly that:

“*‘No better weapon can be given to
{them than the crown of martyrdom.
The very evila that sre feared and
that are sought to be counteracted by
i the reeolution pursuent ta which the
| respondents have boen suspended will |
I be precipitated bv {he aetion taken.' |

YIf this means anvthing, it means|
i that revolutionary movements must he |

suficred and tolerated and the Consti-

| @ Edward J. Clode New Y
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ted on

“The centention thet Lhe prohibition |
in- |
It ‘im |

in order to accommodate disloyal and | Senator Warren, Republican, Wyom- |

“It is idla in this case to suggeet |
that this power of amendment might,

power exercised hy the state povern- |
ments to be exercised by the Federal |

renmioval |

removal also could be made at the pe. |
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